
With campuses in Valdez, 

Copper Basin, & Cordova, Alaska 

Phone: 907-834-1600 

Fax: 907-834-1691 

www.PWSCC.edu 

P R I N C E  W I L L I A M  S O U N D  
C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E 

3 0 3  L O W E  S T R E E T 
          V A L D E Z ,  A K  9 9 6 8 6 

PWSCCð Large enough to Serve you,  
Small enough to Care. 

Quote of the Week 
 

ñI went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not 

learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.ò -Henry David Thoreau- 

Earthquake Shortens Days 
By Allen Marquette, PWS Science Center 

 

NASA scientists say February's magnitude 8.8 Chilean earthquake might have shifted one of the Earth's axes and 

shortened the length of an Earth day. 

Researchers at the space agency's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif., say their preliminary calculations 

suggest the Feb. 27 earthquake shortened the length of a day by about 1.26 microseconds -- a microsecond is one-

millionth of a second -- and moved Earth's figure axis -- about which the planet's mass is balanced -- by about 3 

inches. The scientists noted Earth's figure axis is not the same as its north-south axis, with the two being offset by about 

33 feet. 

JPL scientist Richard Gross said the same computer model was used to estimate the 2004 magnitude 9.1 Sumatran 

earthquake and it showed last week's event, although of a lesser magnitude, had a bigger impact on the planet because it 

was located in Earth's mid-latitudes -- not near the equator. Also, the fault that caused the Chilean quake dips into the 

planet at a steeper angle, making it more effective in moving Earth's mass vertically and shifting Earth's figure axis. 

Hospital Auxiliary Scholarship 
 

The Valdez Community Hospital Auxiliary 

Scholarship is open to students who have been 

accepted into a course of study at a college, 

trade school, or vocational program 

in the area of Health. The deadline 

for application is Noon on April 

23rd. See Gianna in Student 

Services for an application, or call 

Flynn Stuparich at 835-4357.  

10-Hr Emergency Procedures & Onboard Drill 

Conductor Course 
 

Wednesday, March 17th, at Prince William Sound Community 

College. Starts at 8am, includes a pool session. Meets U.S. Coast 

Guard requirements for fishing vessels. FREE to all commercial 

fishermen. Hands-on practice on a vessel and in the water. Please, 

register in advance at AMSEA 907-747-3287 or www.amsea.org. 

Alaska Marine Safety Education Association. Cold water survival 

skills, EPIRBs, flares and maydays, Man overboard recovery, Fire 

fighting, Flooding control, Immersion suits & PFDs, Life rafts, 

Helicopter evacuation, Emergency drills, Abandon ship procedures. 

Calendar 

 

March 15, 16, 17, 9am-noonï 

PWSCC Archery Club Spring 

Break Kids Campï VHS Gym- 

$30 per person for all 3 days. 

 

March 15-19- Spring Break  

 

March 24th, 9amï Webcast with 

author, Tim OôBrienï PWSCC, 

room TBA 

 

March 27th, 10am-3pmï 

Passport Day in the USAï 

PWSCC Business Office. 

 

April 5- Withdrawal for refund 

deadline  

 

April 5- Credit to audit change 

deadline  

 

April 7th, 3pm & 6pmï Meet 

Real Live Raptors!- Maxine & 

Jesse Whitney Museumï Free to 

the Public. 

 

April 12- Total class withdrawal 

deadline 

 

April 26- Last day of classes  

 

April 27-30- Final Exams for 

semester length classes  

 

May 1- Commencement  

 

June 1ï August 6ï Summer 

semester. 

 

Every Saturday evening, 6-9pm

ï Archery Leagues. Call 834-

1622 for details. 

PWSCC Weekly Tidings 
News and Upcoming Events at Prince William Sound Community College 

March 12th, 2010 
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Employee of the Monthï Michael 

Holcombe 
 

Michael Holcombe is the 

F e b r u a r y  P W S C C 

e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e 

month. Michael was 

nominated by his peers for 

all his efforts with the 

a nnua l  sc ho la r sh i p 

fundraiser. Thank you, 

Michael, for all your hard 

work and leadership in 

making the fundraiser a 

wonderful success. 

 

March Against Violence 
 

April is recognized as Child Abuse Prevention month and Sexual Assault 

Awareness month. Governor Sean Parnell announced a new effort to raise 

awareness of the epidemic of domestic violence and sexual assault in Alaska. In 

addition to the governorôs comprehensive domestic violence initiative that is 

currently being considered by the legislature, a statewide march has been 

scheduled for March 31. 

In response to the Governorôs invitation for communities to organize marches 

across the state, AVV  will lead the march in Valdez on March 31, 2010 at 

12:00pm from Eagle Quality Center walk towards Pioneer Dr, turn right on 

Hazelet, to Valdez High School (Student Parking Lot) and meet the students, 

continue on to Robe River Dr to Providence Hospital (Emergency Room 

entrance loop and come out the Hospital drive) and back to the high school. At 

the end of the walk, we will have a community picture to be sent off to the 

governor. 

AVV   would like to invite everyone to march with us against violence in our 

community and send a clear message that sexual assault and domestic violence 

in any form will not be tolerated in Alaska. 

Apply for Graduation by March 15th  
 

Come pick up your graduation and cap 

and gown application at the registration 

desk today! Donôt forget, if you want to 

graduate! 

Introduction to 

Backcountry Skiing  
 

A new class is being 

offered at PWSCC! Come 

enjoy the outdoors and 

experience what skiing can 

do for you! The course is 

being offered March 30th 

ï April 27th in the 

evenings and for two 

college credits. Sign up 

today for your spot in the 

class! Call 834-1600. 

A reminder from the Safety Committee: Please, do not leave valuables unattended on campus.  



Paper Conservation 101 
 

Join Professional Paper Conservator Seth Irwin for a two hour 

workshop on paper & photograph conservation techniques. Topics 

include: Unrolling photographs, How to assess paper damage, 

Conservation tips and techniques, Mold growth and damage, Archival 

care for family documents, Archival framing and matting techniques, 

Learn about inexpensive equipment for home use. Thursday, March 

25th, 7pm, at the Valdez Museum, Egan Street. Free event, 

refreshments provided. Call 835-2764 for more information. Program 

is supported by United Way of Valdez & the Valdez Museum. 
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Rhythmic Aerobics 
 

Come work out and join the rhythm with Rhythmic 

Aerobics! Whenï Saturday, March 13thï 11:00-Noon. 

Whereï PWSCC Training Room. What to bringï work-

out gear, drumsticks, if you have óem. Come join us as we 

beat the ñdrums,ò get our heart rates up, and have some fun. 

Weôll follow this great new workout craze with floor work. 

Bring drumsticks if you have a set. 

FREE AARP Tax-Aide  
 

Every Sunday, until April 11th. PWSCC Room 128. Noonï 5pm 

appointments available. Call 835-5914. 

You do not have to be an AARP member. E-filing by Certified Tax 

Preparer. 

Riddle Me This 
 

Itôs been around for millions of years, but itôs no more than a month 

old. What is it? 
 

(Last weekôs riddle- What belongs to you, but others use it more than you do? 

Answerï your name.) 

Owl Watching in Cordova (Audubon 

Program) 
Tuesday, March 16th, 7:00pm 

By Milo Burcham  

In Cordova, meet at the Forest Service conference room 

upstairs. 

In Valdez, meet at PWS Community College 

 

Come and discover some of the different owl species that live around 

Cordova and the CRD.  Milo will share some of his owl photos and 

explain what species of owls live in the area and how to identify them 

by their behavior, shape and call.  After the program, we will go on an 

evening drive out the road and a short hike to call in some owls.  If 

you always wanted to practice your owl calls, this is your chance.  

There will also be audio recordings of various owls found in the area 

so you can practice calling in your own owls! 

Museum Piece 
 

This weekôs artifact is a caribou harness and 

leads, which are made up of three wood breast 

pieces and multiple leather strap elements. The 

wood breast plates have been carved with zig-

zag and lineal patterns, which are achieved 

with a ñvò tool. The wood pieces have also 

been embellished with initials, either NA or 

WA, in stylized script. It shows evident age 

and use, and is reported to be Chukchee-

Eskimo in origin. 

Radio Actors Wanted 
 

KCHU is looking for people interested in being 

involved in a bi-weekly radio drama 

program. The group will rehearse once for each 

short production. They will primarily focus on 

humorous stories, though all interested parties 

will be encouraged to bring projects that 

interest them to the group. Interested 

in acting, making sound effects, or 

helping in some other way? Contact 

Danny Sparrell at 835-4665 or 

gm@kchu.org. 

Community Gardening 
 

The City of Valdez will soon be a little bit 

greener, with the creation of an organic 

Community Gardens area where the old 

hospital once stood. Community members will 

be able to rent, at no monetary charge, a 100 

square foot plot, to use as a container garden. 

The only cost is four hours of volunteer 

assistance with the garden area, maintaining 

and setting up, etc.  The gardens will be 

available June 1ï October 1, and benches and 

water will be provided. For more information 

on this wonderful addition to our community, 

stay tuned as details unfold. 
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Lilly Arctic Conference  

 
 

Lilly Arctic 2010 -  Overview- What I learned from the 2010 Lilly Arctic 

Conference, held in Valdez, Alaska, by Toni LaFranchi 
 

Community- building a community in any endeavor, we focus on students 

and campus community here, a learning community, however, this is true 

of any group or endeavor.  Milt Cox presented the importance of 

community and building a sense of community.  Any group that feels a 

sense of community is much stronger, the foundation is there from which 

to build.  He used the metaphor of a well-built bridge, it will stand the test 

of time.  The bridge not well-built crashes to the ground, that was a vivid 

image, Milt. And perhaps the most important point, people will come 

when they feel connected as a community, and when people get together 

and work together is when change happens. 
 

Transformation- what it takes to make changes, big changes, from 

developing programs to simply changing the way daily things are done, 

from Barbara Vacarr. She described the events surrounding the 

development of her successful distance-delivered PhD program through 

Lesley University. What struck me the most was that people were asking 

her why she invited folks from areas such as Instructional Design to the 

table from the beginning and she was clear that they needed to be there 

along with many others from departments and areas we often donôt think 

about. Todd Z emphasized that transformation should be slow, change that 

happens too fast will be like the bridge that crashed to the ground. 
 

Human Behavior - how to get transformation to happen- what works- the 

world of Psychology, specifically, Social Psychology - from Todd 

Zakrajsec. Psychology is interested in understanding, describing, 

predicting, and controlling human behavior.  So, how to we get people to 

come, to build community and to be active in their classes and their 

community?  Show folks what you want them to do, not what you donôt 

want them to do, and show them that people are already doing it. It boils 

down to: Let them know that Everyoneôs Doing It! 
 

How often have we been saying all of these things to each other here at 

PWSCC when trying to build our sustainability program for example? 

Weôve said that people from every department need to be involved, that 

change takes time, and finally, how do we get folks involved!! I thank you 

all again very much for having this wonderful opportunity right here in 

our very own 

community! 
 

Safety First 
From www.quakehold.com 

 

Earthquakes are a fact of life, so it makes 

sense to be prepared. There are certain 

things that you can do before a quake to 

help make you and your family safer, as 

well as to minimize the risk of damage or 

loss. Here are ten steps that you can follow 

at home and in the office to ensure your 

safety:  

Secure heavy items of furniture using 

flexible nylon straps with peel and 

press application.  

Secure TVs and other electronics using 

flexible nylon straps with adhesive 

buckles.  

Secure breakables and collectibles with 

Quake putty, wax or museum gel.  

Store emergency tools, including gas 

shut-off wrench and safety lightsticks.  

Prepare emergency supplies (food, 

water, blankets) and First Aid kits, 

including prescription medications.  

Learn how to turn off gas, water and 

electricity in case the lines are 

damaged.  

Know the safe spots in every room - 

under sturdy tables, desks or against 

inside walls, and know the danger 

spots - windows, mirrors, hanging 

objects, fireplaces, tall furniture.  

Secure water heaters with two-strap 

kits.  

Create a disaster preparedness plan so 

that everyone in the family will know 

what to do in the event of a quake or 

other emergency.  

Decide where your family will reunite 

if separated and choose an out-of-state 

friend or relative whom family 

members can call after an earthquake 

to report whereabouts and conditions.  

Archery Kids Camp 
 

Remember to sign your kids 

up for PWSCCôs Archery Club 

Spring Break Kids Camp, 

which is happening March 15, 

16, and 17 at the Valdez high 

school gym. Itôs good fun for 

ages 7-18. Call 834-1622, today! 

mailto:gm@kchu.org

